
A Chara,
Living in the heart of our constituency for over 35 years, I understand the problems and needs of your local 
area. It is a genuine desire to address your concerns and to improve the quality of life for all of us which still 
inspires me to contest the local elections next May. I want to try even harder to ensure your voice is heard. I 
hope my name continues to be synonymous with hard work, dedication and tenacity.
I know that life has been particularly difficult for many people. I meet with you and hear these difficulties on a 
daily basis. I want to continue to work for you and I believe with all my heart we can recover and build a better 
society, for all our citizens.
Now, once again, I ask you to stand beside me in May 2014 and ensure 
that a strong voice for our community continues to be heard.
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  Maryborough Hill green route: phase 2
  Pedestrian X at Scart Cross
  Cycle lanes/footpaths, lighting East & West 

Douglas

  N28 Upgrade
  East/West Bridge Ballybrack
  Carrigaline Inner relief road
  Roundabout on Maryborough Hill

SHANBALLY/RINGASKIDDY
  Resurfacing work at 

Shanbally/Coolmore
  Playground funding 

earmarked
 Ringaskiddy Pedestrian X

PASSAGE WEST/MONKSTOWN
 Resurfacing of Main Street
  New Parking and resurfacing 

section Rochenham
 Ped X on Main Street
 Footpath work on Church Hill
 Resurfacing at Maulbaun
  Improved lighting, signage, 

seating & lifebouys at Hop Island

CARRIGALINE
 Community funding for Tidy Towns
 Resurfacing work Bothar Guidel
 Resurfacing Heron Roundabout
 Resurfacing Ballea Road
 Upgrade of Drainage on Main St.
 New footpath Pipers X/Fosters X

BALLINCOLLIG / TOGHER
  Resurfacing Doughcloyne/Spur Hill
 Flood relief works
 Footpath repair Greenwood/Elmvale
 €98m for Bandon/Sarsfield road flyovers

ROCHESTOWN
 Upgrading of Garryduff/Moneygourney 
  Resurfacing, upgrade of footpaths, 

pedestrian X and lights on Rochestown Road
 Resurfacing Belgard Downs
 Additional Lane at St. Patricks’ Roundabout
 Car Park upgrade at Hop Island
 Maryborough Hill Upgrade Phase 1

  Douglas Multi-Purpose Games Area
  Community Grant for railing at 

Douglas Community Centre
  Funding for Tidy Towns
  Resurfacing Hollygarth, 

Cherrygarth, Montpellier Road
  Resurfacing East Douglas Street
  Grange Road/Cooney’s Lane 

Pedestrian X and resurfacing
  New flood relief bridge Kinsale road 

  Donnybrook Hill footpath works 
and boundary wall

  Resurfacing work Rathmacullig
  Road Resurfacing in Bellvue East
  Bus Shelter at Parkgate
  Bus Stops Upgrade
  €200,000 for Douglas LUTS 

Strategic Plan
  Ballybrack shared cyclist & 

pedestrian route

DOUGLAS/GRANGE/FRANKFIELD/DONNYBROOK

Douglas
Rochestown

Passage 
West

Monkstown

Carrigaline Ringaskiddy

Togher/
    Lehenaghmore

Ballincollig

DONE

DONE DONE
DONE

DONE

DONE

PROJECTS ONGOING
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€600,000 
allocated for 
further upgrading 
of Clarke’s Hill
I am pleased to inform you that the 
Goverment has this week allocated 
funding of €600,000 for the 
upgrading of Clarke’s Hill section of 
the Clarke’s Hill Moneygourny road. I 
will let you know further details when 
I receive them from the Engineers. 
The sooner we get started on this 
project the better. In addition, you 
will be aware that Moneygourney 
upgrade project is nearing finalisation 
and Phase 2 of Maryborough Hill has 
commenced. When all these sections 
are complete I believe we will have an 
infrastructure that is second to none. 
I am delighted to see many people out 
utilising the new footpaths to keep fit. 
Of course, there are still some issues 
to be tackled and be assured that I 
am not letting up the pressure to get 
them finalised.

Ballybrack Valley (Mangla) shared use 
Cyclist & Pedestrian route

I am delighted that construction of a 700m length 3.0m wide paved shared 
use cyclist & pedestrian route between Church Road and Donnybrook Hill will 
open to the public shortly weather permitting. Works include public lighting, 
associated drainage works and river protection works. This project cost 
€200,000 and will make a great improvement to the environment of the area.

DLUTS Work Projects: N40 Underbridge Works (Douglas West)
These works will improve the pedestrian and cyclist facilities on the northern 
side and pedestrian facilities on the southern side of the road with provision for 
a future on-road cycle lane on the west bound carriageway. This project will 
improve local accessibility for pedestrians and cyclists.

N40 Underbridge Works (Douglas East)
These works consist of widening the cross section under the N40 bridge to 
improve pedestrian walkway and include provision for an on road cycle lane on 
the south bound carriageway. The footpath on the eastern side will be realigned 
behind the bridge piers to this. Footpath on west side unchanged.

Cork County Council has successfully secured funds 
from the National Transport Authority to complete 
the final section of the Carrigaline to City Green Route 
at Maryborough Hill. The purpose of the scheme is 
to improve the environment on Maryborough Hill for 
pedestrians, cyclists and public transport travelling to 
and from the Fingerpost Roundabout. The extent of the 
works will include the following between the entrance to 
Maryborough Woods and Douglas House:
 » Provision of new footpaths on Maryborough Hill
 » Installation of traffic lights and associated pedestrian 
crossings at Maryborough House Hotel.

 » Provision of a cycle lane and installation of a dedicated 
bus lane.

 » Realignment and resurfacing of the road carriageway
 » Pedestrian priority treatments across entrances to 
housing estates.

 » Drainage and services improvement works.
 » Construction of a retaining wall along the extent of the 
works.

Work commenced on 18th November 2013 and are 
scheduled to last for approximately 16 weeks. The work 
has been programmed in an effort to keep disruption to 
residents and road users to a minimum. For any queries 
you may have please contact me. This project cost 

approx €900,000 and will almost complete what I call 
the Maryborough ‘loop’ and when the lower section of 
Clarke’s Hill is finished the only remaining portion is the 
Maryborough Ridge ‘Roundabout’ and I believe the system 
has failed in relation to completing this small section. You 
will be aware that I have continued to keep up the pressure 
on all parties to remove the ditch and finish the road at 
Maryborough Ridge. WATCH THIS SPACE!!

CARRIGALINE/MARYBOROUGH HILL GREEN ROUTE 
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District Manager 
for Douglas 

I made a strong representation to 
the Manager to have a specific senior 
member of staff appointed to engage 
with the businesses and residents 
in Douglas in conjunction with 
councillors, to drive growth and seek 
specific funding for the various needs 
in conjunction with the aims of the 
Douglas Land Use and Transportation 
Strategy and for footpaths, street 
furniture, new business opportunities 
for commercial interests and to tackle 
the derelict sites in the Douglas area.

The formation of Municipal Districts 
and the assignment of staff to theses 
committees will take place after the 
elections in May. It is envisaged that 
each MD will have a District Manager 
assigned who will undertake the type 
of role you envisage in Douglas in 
addition to other functions.

Pending the new arrangements, a 
SEO, Southern Division, will now be 
available to engage with Douglas 
businesses or residents in relation 
to any specific issues which require 
attention in the short term. I will be 
meeting with him and reviewing the 
area shortly.

Traceability Of Alcohol Sales
Alcohol or rather its abuse has continued to dog our communities and society. 
While I spent many formative years seeing at first hand the enjoyment and 
abuse of alcohol I do believe our societies tolerant attitude to alcohol abuse is 
changing very rapidly. Not before time, there continues to be much debate on 
how to address the problems and root causes of drinking to huge excess.
I’m glad to report the government has recently approved an extensive package 
of measures to deal with alcohol misuse to be incorporated in a Public Health 
(Alcohol) Bill. This measures are based on the recommendations contained in 
the Steering Group Report on a National Substance Misuse Strategy, 2012. 
The package of measures to be implemented will include provision for :
• Minimum unit pricing for alcohol products
• The regulation of advertising and marketing of alcohol
• Structural separation of alcohol from other products in 

mixed trading outlets
• Health labelling of alcohol products
• The regulation of sports sponsorship.

While I have long lobbied for measures in relation 
to tracing alcohol sales, I do believe that these recent measure 
approved by Government along with other recommendations of 
the Steering Group report will serve to reduce the availability and 
access of alcohol to young people. If we need to go back to the issue to 
strengthen measures then I certainly will continue pushing for traceability.

Rochestown Road Upgrade
The engineer has informed me that this year it is intended to upgrade the 
Rochestown Road section from Clarke’s Hill to Rochestown Inn, this upgrade 
will examine the residents’ request for a ‘yellow box’ at the junction of Coach 
Hill with the R610 Rochestown Road.
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County 
Development Plan
It is also important to mention 
that the County Development Plan 
is currently being reviewed. The 
Draft Plan is presently on display 
until the 26th of February 2014 and 
submissions are invited up until 4pm 
on this day.

The plan sets out the County Council's 
main policies and objectives for the 
years ahead including a number 
of policies in relation to Heritage. 
Volumes 1 to 4 of the draft plan are 
available for viewing, and indeed 
online submissions can be made, by 
clicking www.corkcocodevplan.com.

Lower Harbour Area Grants
For those living in the vicinity of Cork Harbour, the Cork Lower Harbour Energy 
Group has recently announced a Grant Scheme entitled the “Community Gain 
Fund”. This is an initiative by the members of the Cork Lower Harbour Energy 
Group to provide funding for environmentally sustainable projects within the 
Lower Harbour area. The fund will have a value of €180,000 with each of the 
four companies committing to contribute €15k each p/year for three years. 
More details on this funding scheme, relating to the Harbour Area of Cork, can 
be accessed by visiting  www.clheg.com/communitygain.html.
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Passage West junction 
upgrade
The Council has completed a preliminary design 
for the reconfiguration of the junction of Church 
Hill/Maulbaun serving the local schools. We have 
also prepared a plan for the improvement of 
the footpaths on Church Hill and the provision 
of a pedestrian crossing. All of these works are 
intended to provide improved pedestrian access 
to schools in the area. These project has not 
proceeded  any further, as no funding has been 
allocated to date. However, this is an important 
piece of infrastructure  given the volume of traffic 
to and from the schools and I intend to keep the 
pressure on it until funding is forthcoming . 

The Council is in a position on a once-off basis to subsidise 
the provision and filling of bins in a maximum of 100 
estates (10 per Electoral Area). Only one bin per estate 
will be considered – location to be agreed with the Area 
Engineer. If necessary, estates will be prioritised on the 
basis of (a) the number of houses involved and (b) the 
gradients in the estate. Residents Association/Community 
Council should apply in writing to Area Engineer Carrigaline 
Office. The Council will only deal with bona fide Residents 
Associations/Community Councils/Groups, who are 

prepared to take responsibility for 
the bin, its contents, spreading 
etc. An 800 litre bin with a 
lock will be provided. Smaller 
bins of 400 litres or 260 
litres are also available. An 
initial payment of €50 will be 
required (Actual cost is €250-
€180 for bin and €70 for salt). A 
refill costs €20.

Rochestown ‘Educate Together’ School
The Dept. of Education is currently in discussions with Council officials and 
others in relation to sourcing a suitable site in the Rochestown area for a 
new 24 classroom state of the art school to be built in 2014/15. Following 
representations from me in relation to concerns around the temporary site, 
the engineer informed me that as part of temporary planning permission the 
Dept. of Education were conditioned to erect a school sign in the vicinity of 
the prefabs. She also stated that given the temporary nature of the planning a 
footpath would be inappropriate and not cost effective. However I asked her to 
reconsider given that Douglas Hall Soccer Club has many children who use the 
road. I will keep the situation under review.
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Provision of Salt Bins for Estates

I am absolutely delighted that the 
representations I made via Jerry 
Buttimer T.D. to the Minister have 
resulted in a €58,000 MUGA Grant 
for Douglas Community Park that was 
allocated just before Christmas. This is 
a Multi Use Games Area and out door 
gym equipment proposal. The MUGA 
is approx. 15 meters by 22 meters 
(smaller than a playground size). 
It would be similar to the MUGA in 
Carrigaline park. Cork County Council 

will contribute to funding. Douglas 
is a highly populated area with a 
very significant proportion of young 
families, extra recreational facilities 
are much needed.

The last Census showed that there are 
almost 5,400 families in the Douglas 
area, accounting for 7,399 children. 
Additionally, 16% of families are 
classified as being in the pre-family 
phase, ensuring that for years to 

come the number of children in the 
area will continue to grow. Clearly the 
demographics of Douglas indicate that 
the population would make use of the 
MUGA and outdoor gym equipment.

Please continue your preferences for Canty, Collins, Kelleher and in the European Elections for Clune, Harris & Kelly.

€58,000 for Douglas Multi-Use Games Area

Monkstown Pumping Station
Cork County Council appointed Nicholas O’Dwyer Ltd. & Amec 
as consultants for the detailed design, tender, construction and 
handover stages of the Cork Lower Harbour Main Drainage Scheme 
in February 2013. The Scheme, which Irish Water has stated in one of 
the top 4 priorities, is split into 4 contracts:

The majority of intrusive site investigation works has been 
completed with minor works remaining in Cobh & Ringaskiddy.It is 
anticipated that final site investigation and detailed design will be 
completed in February 2014. The contracts should be tender June/
July 2014 with works commencing on site in February 2015. All site 
works should be completed October 2016.

Bloomfield 
Interchange/R610
I have raised concerns about this 
junction many times given that 
three roads converge on the R610 
Rochestown Road, and the situation 
is particularly dangerous at peak 
times. The Engineer has undertaken 
to contact the NRA and report back 
with proposals.
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• Cobh
• Passage West & Monkstown
• Ringaskiddy & Carrigaline

• 80,000 PE Waste Water 
Treatment Plant at Shanbally


